
Spring/Summer 2018 Highlights





February 2018   £20.00 
9780750967143
Paperback with flaps/ebook
234x156mm, 352 pages
175 colour illustrations
World rights

Maggie Andrews is Professor of Cultural 
History at the University of Worcester and a 
member of the Women’s History Network. 
She lives in Pershore.
Janis Lomas completed her PhD on war 
widows at the University of Staffordshire, and 
worked as a lecturer in women’s history at the 
University of Birmingham. She lives in Cannock.

The history of women and their 
social achievements told through 
100 meaningful objects

The history of the world has been told 
in objects. But what about the objects 
that tell the history of women? What 
are the items that symbolise the 
journey of women from second-class 
citizens with no legal rights, no vote 
and no official status to the powerful 
people they are today? And what are 
the objects that still oppress women?

From the corset to the pill, the 
typewriter to the Mary Quant 
cape and the invention of IVF 
– the developing role in society 
and experiences of women are 
documented through time in this 
thought-provoking, entertaining and 
at times controversial book.

A History of Women in 100 Objects
Maggie Andrews & Janis Lomas



Roman Holiday
The Secret Life of Hollywood in Rome
Caroline Young

February 2018   £20.00 
9780750982788
Hardback/ebook
234x156mm, 256 pages
32 b&w illustrations
World English language rights

Caroline Young is a fashion blogger and 
writer specialised in fashion and film history. 
She has written for Herald Scotland, The 
Telegraph, The Scotsman and Big Picture 
Magazine, and is the author of Classic 
Hollywood Style (2012), Style Tribes (2016) 
and Tartan + Tweed (2017). She lives 
in Edinburgh.

A glamorous picture of ‘Hollywood 
on the Tiber’ and the stars who 
made it legendary

Roman Holiday is the heady tale of 
Rome during the 1950s and 1960s, 
when the cafes and nightclubs 
were filled with movie stars and 
film directors from Hollywood, and 
the paparazzi were always ready to 
catch some photos of the celebrities. 
Taking in some of Rome’s most 
famous sights and its most iconic 
films, the story follows such stars as 
Ava Gardner, Anna Magnani, Sophia 
Loren, Audrey Hepburn and Elizabeth 
Taylor as the city became a backdrop 
to their lives and loves on and off the 
camera, and the legendary films that 
marked their journeys.



March 2018   £20.00 
9780750968294
Hardback/ebook
234x156mm, 288 pages
24 b&w illustrations
World rights

Rachel Trethewey read History at St Edmund 
Hall, Oxford, where she won the Philip Geddes 
Prize for student journalism. Her biography of 
Georgina, Duchess of Bedford, was published 
in 2002. After receiving a distinction for her MA 
in Victorian studies in 2013, she completed a 
PhD on Anna Letitia Barbauld. She currently 
lives in Torquay.

The poignant story of the 1918 Red 
Cross Pearl Necklace Appeal and the 
women behind it, revealed for the 
first time

In February 1918, Lady Northcliffe, 
wife of the owner of the Daily Mail 
and The Times, had the idea of 
raising funds for the Red Cross by 
asking women to give a pearl as a 
tribute to the dead and the wounded 
of the Great War. The plan was to 
create a necklace which would be 
auctioned at Christie’s. Capturing the 
public’s imagination, the idea grew 
beyond Mrs Northcliffe’s greatest 
expectations and over the next nine 
months nearly 4,000 pearls poured 
in – not just from Britain but from 
across the world.

Interweaving the story of the 
campaign with the personal stories 
behind individual pearls, this book 
provides a snapshot of women’s 
experience and endurance during 
World War I, and of a world that was 
changing forever.

Pearls before Poppies
The Story of the Red Cross Pearls
Rachel Trethewey



March 2018   £30.00 
9780750985482
Hardback
224x245mm, 300 pages
25 b&w and 125 colour illustrations
World rights

Eugene Nesmeyanov studied philosophy 
at St Petersburg State Hermitage Museum. 
In 2013 he published his first book on 
Titanic, and his articles have featured 
in many Russian and English language 
media. He currently lives with his wife near 
St Petersburg.

The most complete overview of all 
the important expeditions to Titanic 
from 1985 to 2010

In The Titanic Expeditions, all of the 
deep-water expeditions to the 
wreck of RMS Titanic are presented 
together for the first time, enabling 
the reader to journey alongside 
the scientists, cinematographers 
and other specialists who have 
visited the site between 1985 and 
2010. Their main findings and the 
sophisticated technical equipment 
they used are described and analysed 
thoroughly, supported by a plethora 
of photographs and rare material 
from official archives and private 
collections, much of which has 
never been published before. The 
consultants and scientific editors 
engaged in this project are leading 
figures and top authorities in 
their fields, making this beautiful 
book a unique international 
and interdisciplinary project of 
great importance.

The Titanic Expeditions
Diving to the Queen of the Deep: 1985–2010
Eugene Nesmeyanov



May 2018   £20.00 
9780750983808
Paperback
224x245mm, 168 pages
230 colour illustrations
World rights

Robert Davies is a journalist and writer who 
specialises in motors and history of transports. 
His previous books include Waterways of the 
West Midlands (2014) and Boats, Smoke, Steam 
and Folk (2001), and his contributions regularly 
appear in the motorcycling magazines Classic 
Bike and Classic Bike Guide. He currently lives 
in West Bromwich.

A glorious tribute to the best and 
most creative custom motorcycle 
designs from around the world

How do famous bike designers 
conceive their dream bikes? What 
are the tools builders use to make 
those dreams real? Custom Rides will 
lead you into the thought processes 
and workshops of those whose 
imagination is fired by old bikes, 
new concepts and, last but not least, 
customer satisfaction. Through 
stunning photographs, interviews 
and workshop notes, the tools of the 
trade needed to get the best special 
results are revealed, making this the 
perfect book for anyone considering a 
custom build… and for those who can 
only dream.

Custom Rides
The Coolest Motorcycle Builds around the World
Robert Davies



March 2018   £25.00 
9780750985574
Hardback
245x190mm, 224 pages
250 colour illustrations
World rights

Arthur Parkinson trained at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens of Kew before working for 
Sarah Raven at Perch Hill, and then becoming 
head gardener at the Emma Bridgewater 
Factory garden. His specialised contributions 
has been featured in The Guardian, Garden 
News, Gardenista and Staffordshire Life. 
He currently lives in Nottingham.

A stunning book full of inspiration, 
tips and advice

‘An oasis of nectar-rich planting 
and country charm’ – Gardenista

The Emma Bridgewater Factory in 
Stoke-on-Trent is a mecca for lovers 
of her iconic pottery, but perhaps its 
most striking feature is the dazzling 
flower garden tucked away behind its 
walls.

In this beautiful book, gardener 
Arthur Parkinson describes how he 
transformed the concrete yard into 
a thriving cut-flower garden and 
oasis for hens and chicks. Designed 
not only to provide flowers and 
inspiration for the design teams 
based at the factory, the garden also 
shows visitors some of the real-
life flowers and wildlife behind the 
much-loved crockery.

With tips on how to achieve the same 
results in container-planting in your 
own home, and helpful guides to 
keeping fowl, this book will delight 
gardeners and Bridgewater fans alike.

The Pottery Gardener
Flowers and Hens at the Emma Bridgewater Factory
Arthur Parkinson



April 2018   £25.00 
9780750985598
Hardback
245x190mm, 224 pages
350 colour illustrations
World rights

Siobhan Ferguson is a photographer, 
social media consultant and the curator 
and founder of the hugely popular 
Instagram accounts @prettycitylondon, 
@theprettycities and @siobhaise. 
She currently lives in London.

A beautiful photography, lifestyle 
and travel guide to the nation’s 
capital

This stunning collection of images 
will take you past London’s famous 
landmarks and into the pretty 
hidden gems beyond. From secluded 
mews to undiscovered cafes, flower 
markets and tree-lined streets, 
PrettyCityLondon champions the quiet, 
gentle moments that allow you to 
escape the hustle and bustle in a huge 
capital city like London.

If you know where to look, you will 
find that traditional shop fronts, 
vintage transport, artisan bakeries, 
florists and bookstores are but a hop, 
skip and a jump from the centre, and 
some are right in the middle. This 
stunning guide also includes tips on 
how to photograph and plan your own 
prettycitylondon experience, whether 
on foot or from afar.

PrettyCityLondon
Discovering London’s Beautiful Places
Siobhan Ferguson



February 2018   £25.00 
9780750985499
Hardback/ebook
234x156mm, 464 pages
20 b&w illustrations
World rights

Nigel West is a renowned expert in security 
and intelligence topics, and a lecturer at 
the Centre for Counterintelligence and 
Security Studies in Washington DC. He has 
published more than 40 books, including 
MI5 in the Great War (2014), Double Cross 
in Cairo (2015) and Spycraft Secrets (2016). 
He currently lives in England.

Recently uncovered reports about a 
previously unknown spy mission in 
the Second World War

The Second World War saw the role 
of espionage, secret agents and spy 
services increase exponentially as the 
world was thrown into a conflict quite 
unlike any that had gone before it. 
At this time, no one in government 
was really aware of what MI5 and its 
brethren did. But with Churchill at 
the country’s helm, it was decided 
to let him in on the secret, providing 
him with a weekly record of the spy 
activities – so classified that he was 
handed each report personally and 
copies were never allowed to be made, 
nor was he allowed to keep hold of 
them. Even now, the documents only 
exist as physical copies deep in the 
archives, many pages annotated by 
‘W.S.C.’ himself.
Here, acclaimed intelligence expert 
Nigel West unravels the tales of 
hitherto unknown spy missions, and 
uses this ground-breaking research 
to paint a fresh picture of the 
worldwide intelligence scene of the 
Second World War.

Churchill’s Spy Files
MI5’s Top-Secret Wartime Reports
Nigel West



March 2018   £20.00 
9780750983716
Hardback/ebook
234x156mm, 240 pages
20 b&w illustrations
World rights

Neil Root, a member of the Crime Writers’ 
Association and of the National Union of 
Journalists, is a true crime historian and the 
author of Twentieth-Century Spies (2010), 
Frenzy! (2012) and Gone (2013). He currently 
lives in London.

The true story of the Fleet Street’s 
renegade crime reporters, better 
known as ‘The Murder Gang’

Between the 1930s and the 1960s, 
murder dominated the front and 
inside pages of the British tabloid 
newspapers, both fostering and 
satisfying the public’s thirst for 
bloody stories. The Murder Gang 
recounts the remarkable true tale 
of the elite group of Fleet Street’s 
crime reporters who covered the most 
notorious murders of the time, from 
Buck Ruxton’s ‘Jigsaw murders’ case 
to that of Dr John Bodkin Adams, 
suspected of having poisoned more 
than 100 patients. Along with 
fascinating, shocking and comical 
tales of smoked pubs, ruthless 
sabotages, tip-offs, clandestine 
meetings with killers and huge 
payments to murderers and their 
families, this book is a suggestive and 
revealing work of media and social 
history.

The Murder Gang
Fleet Street’s Elite Group of Crime Reporters
Neil Root



May 2018   £25.00 
9780750987059
Hardback
234x156mm, 448 pages
32 b&w illustrations
World rights

Russell Campbell is Adjunct Associate 
Professor of Film at the Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand, where he currently 
lives. He is also a documentary filmmaker 
and professional script consultant.

The remarkable story of Ivor 
Montagu’s life between avant-garde 
and espionage in 1920s and 1930s 
Britain

He was the son of a hereditary peer, 
one of the wealthiest men in Britain. 
His childhood was privileged; at 
Cambridge, he flourished. At the age 
of 21, he founded The Film Society, 
and became a pioneering standard-
bearer for film as art. He was a 
collaborator of Alfred Hitchcock, and 
directed comedies from stories by 
H.G. Wells, worked in Hollywood with 
Eisenstein, and made documentaries 
in Spain during the Civil War. He 
lobbied for Trotsky to be granted 
asylum in the UK, and became a 
leading propagandist for the anti-
fascist and Communist cause. Under 
the nose of MI5, who kept him under 
constant surveillance, he became a 
secret agent of the Comintern and a 
Soviet spy.

This is the remarkable story of Ivor 
Montagu, and of the burgeoning 
cinematic culture and left-wing 
politics of Britain between the 
wars. It is a story of restless energy, 
generosity of spirit, creative 
achievement – and intellectual 
corruption.

Codename Intelligentsia
The Life and Time of the Honourable Ivor Montagu
Russell Campbell



June 2018   £25.00 
9780750986847
Hardback
234x156mm, 464 pages
10 b&w illustrations
World rights

Stephen Napier has studied Churchill and 
the Second World War for more than thirty 
years, and contributes regularly to WWII 
internet forums. His first book, The Armoured 
Campaign in Normandy: June-August 1944, 
was published in 2015. He currently lives 
in Australia.

A shocking and innovative portrait 
of Winston Churchill during the 
Second World War

Churchill has gone down in history 
as one of the greatest leaders the 
world has ever known. But is this 
accolade deserved? From the day 
the Second World War was declared 
he stood out as the only man 
wanting to take offensive action. 
Nevertheless, the first few years 
of the war were nothing short of 
disastrous, and many of Churchill’s 
strategies led to ruinous campaigns 
and losses. Stephen Napier provides a 
shocking examination of Churchill’s 
leadership, showing how Churchill’s 
desire not to be the first British prime 
minister to surrender the nation 
resulted in controversial actions and 
tragic outcomes.

Did Churchill’s series of raids in 
response to a German accidental 
bombing help cause the Blitz? Were 
plans already at large for the US to 
join the war? These are just few of the 
questions posed by this book and to 
which it attempts to answer.

Churchill
Military Genius or Menace?
Stephen Napier



June 2018   £14.99 
9780750987592
Hardback
198x129mm, 224 pages
20 colour illustrations
World rights

Sir Roger Moore KBE (1927-2017) had an 
extraordinary career that spanned seven 
decades, from early television to the golden 
age of Hollywood and on to international 
superstardom. Every inch the archetypal 
English gentleman, he was unforgettable 
as The Saint, as Lord Brett Sinclair in The 
Persuaders! and, of course, as James Bond.

A long-awaited, new limited edition 
of Roger Moore’s James Bond diaries

To tie in with the release of his first 
James Bond film, Live and Let Die, 
Roger Moore agreed to keep a day-
by-day diary throughout the film’s 
production, which was published 
just ahead of the premiere in July 
1973. Forty-five years after its first 
publication, that book – today a rare 
cult object – is being republished in a 
limited edition.

From the previous October, when he 
was unveiled as the new 007, through 
to his first scenes on location in New 
Orleans and his final shot in New 
York, Moore describes his whirlwind 
journey as cinema’s most famous 
secret agent. He offers the reader 
an unusually candid, amusing and 
hugely insightful behind-the-scenes 
look into the world’s most successful 
film franchise. Never before, and 
never since, has a 007 himself 
written such a book, and this new 
must-have edition will introduce the 
next generation of Bond fans to Roger 
Moore’s extraordinary legacy.

The 007 Diaries
Filming Live and Let Die
Roger Moore



June 2018   £20.00 
9780750982559
Hardback
234x156mm, 256 pages
16 b&w illustrations
World rights

Stephen Haddelsey is Director of Project 
South Ice at the UK Antarctic Heritage Trust, 
and a fellow of the Royal Geographical 
and Royal Historic societies. His previous 
publications include Ice Captain: The Life of 
J.R. Stenhouse (2008) and Operation Tabarin: 
Britain’s Secret Wartime Expedition to Antarctica 
1944-46 (2016). He lives in Nottinghamshire.

The true stories of the heroic men 
and women who risked their lives 
in the name of science, exploring 
one of the most mysterious regions 
on Earth

It is no secret that the Antarctic 
is one of the most dangerous and 
forbidding places for explorers to set 
foot in. The terrain is treacherous, 
the wildlife predatory and the climate 
fatal if not adequately prepared. But 
it is a well-known fact that the thirst 
for knowledge is relentless in human 
nature, as witnessed by the heroic 
and tragic stories of such explorers as 
Arthur Farrant, Belgrave Ninnis and 
Robert Falcon Scott. Icy Graves collects 
the experiences of those men and 
women who have fallen in what Sir 
Ernest Shackleton called the ‘White 
Warfare of the South’– the attempt 
to reach the forbidden continent, 
contributing to the progress of 
science and Antarctic exploration.

Icy Graves
Exploration and Death in the Antarctic
Stephen Haddelsey



April 2018   £20.00 
9780750982795
Paperback
224x245mm, 144 pages
100 b&w and 100 colour illustrations
World rights

Mark A. Chambers works as a contractor for 
the NASA Langley Research Center. He has 
previously written Building the Supermarine 
Spitfire (2016) and The SR-71 Blackbird Story 
(2017) for The History Press, as well as texts 
for the NASA Langley Research Center, and 
articles for aviation magazines. He lives in 
Virginia, USA.

An illuminating history of an 
aircraft that became an icon of 
American airpower

The McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom 
II proved to be a tough, rugged, and 
excellent all-weather, air superiority 
fighter/bomber. From flying fleet 
defence missions during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis and performing as an 
air superiority fighter/bomber during 
the Vietnam War, to taking out Iraqi 
surface-to-air (SAM) sites in the 
Wild Weasel role during Operation 
Desert Storm, the Phantom II did it 
all. Through an impressive selection 
of photographs, many of which 
previously unpublished, this book 
tells the fascinating story of this 
truly unique aircraft’s design and 
development and relives its glorious 
record in the Vietnam War, various 
Arab-Israeli conflicts, the Cold War 
and Operation Desert Storm.

McDonnell Douglas F-4 Phantom II
Air Superiority Legend
Mark A. Chambers



June 2018   £12.99 
9780750985833
Paperback
168x190mm, 160 pages
55 b&w and 82 colour illustrations
World rights

Matt Falcus is an expert in aviation and 
airports. He has written about aircraft and 
airlines for many aviation magazines and 
agencies, and in 2009 became a qualified 
pilot. His website (www.airportspotting.
com) provides information for aviation 
enthusiasts and has around 35,000 monthly 
visitors. He lives in Darlington.

The airliners that have changed the 
world of flight, from the Wright 
brothers to the modern-age

The invention of the aeroplane was 
the dawn of a new way of travelling. 
Its potential was quickly realised and 
aircraft were developed to carry mail, 
and then passengers, over distances 
that would previously have taken 
many hours or even days. Successive 
aircraft in turn changed how we 
experience flight and how far we 
could go, introducing new standards 
of onboard service and levels of 
automation hitherto unimagined. 
From the early mail planes and piston 
liners through to the emergence of 
the jet age, and then to the current 
sleek and ultra-modern airliners, this 
book presents the 50 most important 
and pioneering airliners in the 
history of flight that have marked the 
development of air travel and shaped 
it into the unique experience that it 
is today.

50 Airliners that Changed Flying
Matt Falcus



May 2018   £12.99 
9780750978989
Hardback
198x129mm, 256 pages
World rights

Nick Holland is a professional copywriter. 
His book In Search of Anne Brontë was 
published by The History Press in 2016. 
He lives in Yorkshire.

Emily Brontë’s mysterious life told 
through a selection of her poems

Emily Brontë is renowned for her 
novel Wuthering Heights, universally 
considered a classic of English and 
world literature. But she was also 
a brilliant poet – probably the best 
poet of the Brontë sisters. Emily’s 
shy and private nature, together with 
the powerful imagery and passion 
in her writing and the scarcity of 
information about her, resulted in the 
air of mystery around her figure.

On occasion of the 200th anniversary 
of Emily Brontë’s birth, Nick Holland 
draws a new portrait of the great 
writer. Through a selection of twenty 
of her most revealing poems and as 
many events in her life, this book 
shows Emily’s relationships with 
her family in a new light, and tries 
to build a connection between the 
outside world that the young woman 
seemed to reject and the insular 
world that she created in her mind.

Emily Brontë
A Life in 20 Poems
Nick Holland



April 2018   £12.00 
9780750983556
Paperback
198x129mm, 192 pages
5 b&w illustrations
World rights

Editors Emma Timpany and Felicity Notley 
are writers and the organisers of Telltales, a 
Falmouth-based writing group.
The authors included in this collection 
are a mixture of well-known names and 
new authors, and their stories have been 
carefully selected to illustrate the diverse 
range of writing in Cornwall today.

This bold and striking new anthology 
showcases Cornwall’s finest 
contemporary writers, combining 
established and new voices. Ghosts 
walk in the open, and infidelities 
are conducted in plain sight. Two 
teenagers walk along a perfect 
beach in the anticipation of a first 
kiss. A diver searches the deep for 
what she has lost, and forbidden 
lovers meet in secret places. The 
stories are peopled with locals and 
incomers, sailors and land dwellers, 
and, throughout, a love of the 
incomparable Cornish landscape.

Cornish Short Stories
A Collection of Contemporary Cornish Writing
Emma Timpany, Felicity Notley (edited by)



June 2018   £25.00 
9780750986014
Paperback
226x248mm, 176 pages
84 colour illustrations
World rights

June 2018   £15.99 
9780750987554
Paperback
234x156mm, 256 pages
40 b&w illustrations
World rights

Katherine Soutar has provided 
the cover illustrations for the vast 
majority of books in The History 
Press’ popular Folk Tales series. This 
new collection features the best 
of these illustrations along with 
an explanation of the inspiration 
behind each design. Through the 
introductory text accompanying 
each illustration, we gain an insight 
into how this artist works, learn how 
creating her fascinating artwork is 
very much a family affair, and hear 
her anecdotes about working with 
storytellers.

Painting the Tales
The Folk Tales Collection
Katherine Soutar

Whether you’re telling or listening 
to a story, you are exercising the 
heart of all that marks us apart from 
every other animal: the imagination. 
This book provides readers with an 
inspirational exploration into the 
ancient art of storytelling, and a 
practical guide for anyone wanting to 
build their skills, while also providing 
tips for finding, telling and using 
stories from everyday life.

An Introduction to  
Storytelling
The Society for Storytelling



June 2018   £9.99 
9780750984492
Paperback
198x129mm, 192 pages
30 b&w illustrations
World rights

March 2018   £9.99 
9780750981217
Paperback/ebook
198x129mm, 192 pages
40 b&w illustrations
World rights

Join Jamie, the son of a travelling 
droll teller, as he journeys across 
Cornwall, a land steeped in myth and 
legend. Along the way we will hear 
twenty tales especially selected by a 
professional storyteller for 7-11 year 
old readers, which sparkle with magic 
and explode with adventure.

Cornish Folk Tales for 
Children
Mike O’Connor, Michelle O’Connor

Plants shape our landscape, and 
they give us food, medicine and 
inspiration – yet in the middle of 
our hectic lives, we often take them 
for granted. Our traditional stories, 
passed down the generations, tell of 
the complex relationship between 
people and plants in Britain, in 
lowlands, uplands, coasts, bogs, 
forests and towns. This book is a 
collection of folk tales about plants 
and wild flowers, and a green and 
leafy journey around the British 
islands through the seasons of 
the year.

Botanical Folk Tales of 
Britain and Ireland
Lisa Schneidau



April 2018   £9.99 
9780750985864
Paperback
198x129mm, 224 pages
15 b&w illustrations
World rights

Dorian Bond attended the Film school in 
London, after which he worked as Orson 
Welles’ personal assistant. He is a student 
of British military history and published 
Famous Regiments of the British Army 
(3 volumes, 2009-2017). He currently lives in 
Winchester.

“In France all the cineastes became 
obsessed with my work. I could 
never understand why!” – Orson 
Welles

A fascinating journey across Europe 
with one of the most charismatic 
filmmakers of all time

In late autumn 1968, Dorian Bond is 
just a young student in film when he 
is charged with a commission for the 
legendary Hollywood director Orson 
Welles. Unexpectedly, the delivery 
of ‘cigars and film stock’ to the great 
director turns into a more fascinating 
adventure as Mr Welles asks the 
youth to be his personal assistant.

Set against the backdrop of the 
student riots of ’68, the Vietnam War, 
the Iron Curtain and Richard Nixon’s 
presidency, Me and Mr Welles is the 
memoir of Bond’s unforgettable 
journey accompanying Welles across 
Europe, with the most beautiful cities 
and luxury hotels and restaurants 
providing the scenery for Welles’ 
reminiscences and caustic views 
about his contemporaries, as well as 
unexpected encounters with famous 
movie stars.

Me and Mr Welles
Travelling Europe with a Hollywood Legend
Dorian Bond



July 2018   £10.99 
9780750987783
Paperback with flaps
198x129mm, 288 pages
20 b&w illustrations
World rights

Derek J. Taylor studied law and history at 
Oxford before joining ITN as an on-screen 
reporter, reporting five wars and the Islamic 
revolution in Iran. In his later career, he 
worked as Chief Executive of the TV division 
for the BBC and The Associated Press of 
America. He currently lives in the Cotswolds.

The 500-year history of the cruel 
war between those in power and 
news media

‘Fake news’. ‘Psycho’. ‘Enemy of the 
people’. The insults that President 
Donald Trump and the American 
media hurl at each other are, in fact, 
nothing new. Ever since the invention 
of the printing press, journalists have 
denounced governments’ misdeeds 
and ‘guilty consciences’. On the other 
side, those in positions of power 
have seen mass communication as a 
dangerous threat, capable of stirring 
up discontent and rebellion. 

In this book, historian and 
international journalist Derek J. 
Taylor tracks the story of what’s 
been a long, bloody and messy war, 
and discovers that neither side has 
clean hands. From Henry VIII’s reign 
when writers and printers were 
executed, through the later struggles 
for the right to a free press, and the 
more recent media’s battles with 
the governments of Richard Nixon 
and Tony Blair, Taylor takes us to 
the twenty-first century and the 
social media revolution that has put 
mass communication in the hands of 
ordinary people, as well as those of a 
certain US president.

Fayke Newes
The Media vs the Mighty, From Henry VIII to Donald Trump
Derek J. Taylor



Mutiny or Murder?
The Bloodsoaked Voyage of the Chapman Convict Ship
Conor Reidy

On 15 March 1817 the Chapman 
convict ship departed from Cork 
with 200 male convicts on board. 
When it arrived at Sydney Cove four 
months later, its decks were blood-
soaked. One hundred and sixty men 
were found gaunt and brutalised, 
twelve were dead and twenty-eight 
wounded. Using journals from the 
crew, detailed testimonies from 
several convicts and official colonial 
government correspondence, Conor 
Reidy pieces together what happened 
during those four months at sea and 
sheds new light on one of the darkest 
episodes in the history of penal 
transportation.

Conor Reidy is a history lecturer at the 
University of Limerick. His previously 
published books include Criminal Irish 
Drunkards (2014) and Ireland’s ‘Moral 
Hospital’ (2009). He is a member of the Irish 
Historical Society and the Economic and 
Social History Society of Ireland.

June 2018   £16.99 
9780750985642
Paperback
234x156mm, 224 pages
World rights

April 2018   £13.99 
9780750987547

May 2018   £16.99 
9780750987646



Mirrorpix is the archive of Trinity Mirror, 
the UK’s largest newspaper group, whose 
newspapers include the Daily Mirror, the 
Sunday Mirror and People.

October 2018   £9.99 
9780750985970
Paperback
190x170mm, 144 pages
100 b&w and 20 colour illustrations
World English language rights

A vivid and evocative collection 
of images to portray one of the 
greatest and most famous British 
icons around the world

The London Underground has always 
been of great importance in the lives 
of Londoners, from when its stations 
and stairwells offered refuge from the 
barrage of the Blitz during the Second 
World War, through its unique ability 
across the years to enable people to 
commute safely all around the capital 
and remain strong in the face of such 
tragedies as the Moorgate crash and 
the 7/7 bombings. Produced in time 
for the opening of the new Elizabeth 
Line in December 2018, this book 
presents a stunning selection of 
photographs from the Mirrorpix 
archives, tracing the Tube’s story and 
showing its changing face through 
time, from wartime shelters through 
the swinging sixties, and into the 
modern age.

Tube Life
London’s Underground in Photographs
Mirrorpix
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October 2018   £20.00 
9780750984324
Paperback
234x156mm, 288 pages
20 b&w illustrations
World rights

Andrew Roberts is an academic in British 
cinema and a fellow of the Royal Society of 
Arts. His articles have appeared on Sight and 
Sound, History Today, the Independent and 
The Guardian. He also contributed to Ealing 
Revisited (2012), British Comedy Cinema 
(2012) and the Routledge Companion to 
British Cinema (2017). He lives in Reading.

The long overdue book about the 
history of the great British comedy 
double act

The double act has been at the heart 
of British entertainment for over 
150 years, yet there has never been 
a book detailing how this form of 
comedy continues to develop. From 
music hall turns such as Flanagan and 
Allen, to variety acts who managed to 
make the transformation to television 
such as Morecambe & Wise, to more 
recent performers like Armstrong & 
Miller and Mitchell & Webb, this book 
explores the dynamics of this form 
of entertainment. It also takes a look 
at the often neglected field of female 
double-acts, such as Victoria Wood & 
Julie Walters and French & Saunders, 
as well as the acts associated 
with alternative comedy and the 
Edinburgh Fringe.

The Double Act
A History of British Comedy Duos
Andrew Roberts
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September 2018   £20.00 
9780750985444
Hardback
234x156mm, 320 pages
32 colour illustrations
World rights

Brian Pendreigh was a film correspondent 
of The Scotsman before becoming a 
freelance film journalist who regularly writes 
for The Guardian, The Sunday Times and The 
Herald. His books include On Location: The 
Film Fan’s Guide to Britain and Ireland (1995), 
Mel Gibson and His Movies (1996) and Ewan 
McGregor (1998). He lives in Edinburgh.

70 years of film journalism explored 
through the pages of The Times

Seven decades of film criticism have 
passed through the pages of The 
Times and the Sunday Times and the 
pens of such revered names as Philip 
French, Dilys Powell, Tom Shone and 
Kate Muir, whose award-winning 
journalism has often determined 
the success or failure of a film. The 
Times on Cinema presents a collection 
of the most infamously scathing 
reviews published on The Times, as 
well as legendary interviews with 
iconic actors, actresses, directors and 
producers, who lay bare the secrets to 
their success. A selection of a range 
of rare film stills from the Kobal 
Collection contributes to enrich a 
book which is unique must-have for 
all cinephiles.

The Times on Cinema
Brian Pendreigh
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September 2018   £20.00 
9780750987820
Hardback
234x156mm, 288 pages
30 b&w illustrations
World rights

Dermot Turing is the nephew of Alan 
Turing, and an expert in Second World 
War code-breaking, as well as a member 
of the Bletchley Park’s Historical Advisory 
Group and of the Organising committee 
of HistoCript. He is also the author of the 
acclaimed Prof: Alan Turing Decoded (2015). 
He lives in St Albans.

The untold story of the events which 
drove to the Enigma code-breaking, 
and the men who made it possible

Everyone ‘knows’ that the Enigma 
was broken at Bletchley Park, but 
what led up to that, and what became 
of the Polish mathematicians who 
laid the basis for the code-breaking, 
is shrouded in myth and mystery.  
X, Y & Z is the story of how secret 
French, Polish and British 
intelligence services came together to 
unravel the Enigma machine during 
the Second World War. It is also the 
story of how the code-breakers from 
Poland continued their work in Vichy 
France and, while being chased across 
all Europe, protected the greatest 
secret of the war, at the cost of their 
lives.

X, Y & Z
The Real Story of How Enigma Was Broken
Dermot Turing
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September 2018   £20.00 
9780750985512
Hardback
234x156mm, 320 pages
20 colour illustrations
World rights

John Matusiak is a former teacher 
and Head of the History Department at 
Colchester Royal Grammar School. His 
previous acclaimed publications include 
Henry VIII (2012), Wolsey (2013) and The 
Prisoner King (2017). He lives in Suffolk.

A new analysis of one of the most 
calamitous conflicts in European 
history

‘War,’ wrote Cardinal Richelieu, ‘is 
one of the scourges with which it has 
pleased God to afflict men’. Yet the 
churchman’s mournful observation 
scarcely begins to encapsulate the 
full complexity and unspeakable 
horror of the greatest man-made 
calamity to befall Europe before the 
twentieth century. Claiming far more 
lives proportionately than either 
the First or Second World Wars, 
the Thirty Years War was a contest 
involving all the major powers of 
Europe, in which vast mercenary 
armies extracted an incalculable toll 
upon helpless civilian populations 
as their commanders and the men 
who equipped them grew rich 
on the profits. Rarely has such 
a perplexing tale been more in 
need of a new account that is both 
compelling and informed, and no less 
comprehensible than comprehensive.

Europe in Flames
The Crisis of the Thirty Years War
John Matusiak
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October 2018   £20.00 
9780750985604
Hardback
234x156mm, 320 pages
16 b&w illustrations
World rights

Rachel Trethewey read History at St Edmund 
Hall, Oxford, where she won the Philip Geddes 
Prize for student journalism. Her contributions 
have been featured on the Daily Mail, Daily 
Express and the Independent. Her astonishing 
history of the Red Cross pearl necklace 
campaign of 1918 Pearls Before Poppies is also 
being publishing by The History Press in 2018.

An original history of the women 
who left a mark in Edward VIII’s life 
before Wallis Simpson dominated it

Much has been told about the love 
story between Edward VIII and Wallis 
Simpson, which led to his abdication 
– but Wallis was not Edward VIII’s 
first or only love. There was Rosemary 
Leveson Gower, the girl he wanted to 
marry and who would have made the 
perfect match for a future king; the 
Prince’s long-term mistress, Freda 
Dudley Ward, who exerted a pull 
almost equal to Wallis over her lover, 
but abided by the rules of the game 
and knew she would never marry 
him. Then there was Thelma Furness, 
his twice-married American lover, 
who enjoyed a domestic life with him 
but knew it could not last forever and 
demanded nothing more than to be 
his mistress. Each one of them could 
have changed the course of history. 
This book is about those fascinating 
women and the impact they had on 
the heir to the throne during his 
formative years.

Before Wallis
Edward VIII’s Other Women
Rachel Trethewey

AU T U M N  P R E V I E WS



Victoria & Abdul
The Extraordinary True Story of the Queen’s Closest Confidant
Shrabani Basu

July 2017   £9.99
9780750982580
Paperback/ebook
198x129mm, 336 pages
31 b&w illustrations
UK & Commonwealth rights

Shrabani Basu is an author, journalist and 
historian. She has also written Curry: The 
Story of the Nation’s Favourite Dish (2003) 
and Spy Princess: The Life of Noor Inayat 
Khan (2006). She is based in London.

United in service,  
bound by friendship 

Tall, handsome Abdul Karim was 
just 24 years old when he arrived in 
England from Agra to wait at tables 
during Queen Victoria’s Golden 
Jubilee. An assistant clerk at Agra 
Central Jail, he suddenly found 
himself a personal attendant to the 
Empress of India herself. Within a 
year, he was established as a powerful 
figure at court, becoming the queen’s 
teacher, or Munshi. Devastated by 
the death of John Brown, her Scottish 
gillie, the queen had at last found 
his replacement, but her intense and 
controversial relationship with the 
Munshi led to a near-revolt in the 
royal household. 

Victoria & Abdul explores how a young 
Indian Muslim came to play a central 
role at the heart of the Empire at a 
time when independence movements 
in the sub-continent were growing 
in force. Yet, at its core, it is a tender 
love story between an ordinary Indian 
and his elderly queen – a relationship 
that survived the best attempts to 
destroy it.

NOW A MAJOR FEATURE FILM
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October 2017   £20
9780750965361
Paperback/ebook
234x156mm, 352 pages
168 colour illustrations
World rights

Peter Jacobs served in the Royal Air Force 
for thirty-seven years as an air defence 
navigator. A keen military historian, he has 
written several books on the RAF, as well 
as on other subjects of Second World War 
military history. He lives in Lincoln.

The rich history and stunning 
development of Her Majesty’s 
youngest service through 100 
iconic objects

It was in the closing year of the First 
World War, on 1 April 1918, that the 
Royal Air Force was born from the 
amalgamation of the Royal Flying 
Corps and Royal Naval Air Service. 
From the fighters and bombers of the 
Second World War, through the early 
jet age and into modern remotely 
piloted air systems, the service’s 
development has been astronomical. 
Here Peter Jacobs gathers the most 
poignant objects of the RAF’s proud 
100-year history and displays them 
together, in full splendid colour, for 
the first time. 

The RAF in 100 Objects
Peter Jacobs
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October 2017   £50
9780750979733
Hardback
297x210mm, 424 pages
535 b&w illustrations
World rights

October 2017   £12.99
9780750982504
Hardback
190x170mm, 144 pages
100 b&w and 20 colour illustrations
World English language rights

Published at the request of the 
Royal Air Force for their centenary 
celebrations, this diary of significant 
daily events provides a fascinating 
record of the RAF’s 100-year history, 
illustrated with more than 500 
photographs. It describes not only 
the great air battles and major events, 
but also the tapestry of activities, 
traditions and culture that have 
created the rich history of the world’s 
oldest air force. Central to this history 
are the experiences of RAF officers, 
ground trades and aircrew during war 
and peacetime.

The Royal Air Force  
Day by Day 1918–2018
Air Commodore Graham Pitchfork

Superb images from the Mirrorpix 
archive celebrate all aspects of the 
Royal Air Force. Vivid and evocative 
images trace the story of the world’s 
first independent air force from its 
earliest days, through wartime and 
peacetime, and into the modern age. 
The selection includes sections on 
the Spitfire, the Lancaster, the Red 
Arrows, and the close involvement of 
the Royal Family. 

The RAF at 100
A Century in Photographs
Mirrorpix
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December 2017   £20
9780750979948
Hardback/ebook
234x156mm, 224 pages
100 colour illustrations
World rights

Paul Heiney is a well-known writer, 
broadcaster and journalist. Best known as 
the presenter for ITV’s Countrywise, he has 
also appeared on Watchdog and BBC Radio 
4’s Home Truths. He has been a columnist for 
The Times, and is also the author of several 
bestselling books, including Do Cats have 
Belly Buttons? (2008). 

How to get sparks back in your life – 
and keep them burning

The blaze of a log fire on a cold night 
speaks to the heart in a way no 
other flame can. It has character and 
ever-changing form; it has vibrant 
colour and a balletic movement. It 
was the flame that transformed the 
way life was lived on earth, but now 
that primary driver of evolution finds 
itself being extinguished in a modern 
world of microwaves, induction hobs 
and central heating. Gradually the 
flames are going out, as houses are 
now built without fireplaces, bonfires 
are banned, and schoolchildren are 
forbidden to use the Bunsen burner. 
But the sight of a flame remains as 
evocative as ever. Playing with Fire 
wants to inspire, and teach, looking 
at the history of fire and showing 
the wonders that the burning flame 
can conjure.

Playing with Fire
The Art of Chopping and Burning Wood
Paul Heiney

2 0 1 7  H I G H L I G H TS



Key Paperbacks

January 2018   £10.99 
9780750984379

March 2018   £12.99 
9780750986830

March 2018   £20.00 
9780750985383

April 2018   £20.00 
9780750969772

May 2018   £20.00 
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